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China and Japan's Response to Western Pressure in the 19th Century
The western nations piled pressure on Japan and China to open up trade in the 19th century. This brought about different responses from both the Japanese and the Chinese. Japan’s response to this pressure was that it accepted to open trade while with the western nations. China, on the other hand, refused to open up trade with them. Japan was more receptive to the idea of carrying out trade with the western countries while china spelled out strict conditions that made it impossible to have trade ties between them and the western nations (Dobado-González, García-Hiernaux & Guerrero, 2015).
The implications of their responses were enormous and affected the nations for a long period. The Japanese decision to open up trade led to their country being modernized. This is different from the Chinese in terms of trade as their refusal to open up trade left them without modernization. The difference was evident as Japan and other countries went ahead in terms of adopting modern culture while the Chinese were left lagging behind in terms of development (Dobado-González, García-Hiernaux & Guerrero, 2015).
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